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Tropical Landscape Design
Lush, vibrant, and full of life.
Tropical gardens feature bold foliage, vibrant 
flowers, and dense planting to create a lush 
retreat. Use plants like palms, ferns, and 
frangipanis to achieve this style, and 
incorporate water features for a cooling, 
tranquil effect.

Bali Landscape Design
Exotic paradise in your backyard.
Inspired by Balinese resorts, this style 
combines lush greenery with stone elements, 
bamboo structures, and water features. Key 
plants include heliconias, cordylines, and 
orchids. Perfect for tropical or subtropical 
climates.

 Hamptons Landscape Design
Coastal elegance meets structured planting. 
Hamptons gardens feature manicured lawns, 
whitewashed fences, and soft blue and white 
flowers like hydrangeas. This style is perfect 
for creating a sophisticated, timeless look.

Impressionist Landscape Design
Soft, painterly landscapes.
Inspired by Monet’s garden, this style uses 
flowing paths, water features, and pastel-
coloured plants like irises and water lilies 
for a dreamy, romantic feel.

Water Landscape Design
Tranquil and reflective.
Water gardens feature ponds, streams, or 
fountains, with aquatic plants like water lilies 
and reeds. Great for adding serenity and 
attracting wildlife.
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Garden Design Styles
Creating a beautiful garden starts with choosing a design style that 
fits your space, climate, and personal preferences. Here are some 
popular garden styles to consider:

KIERAN’S TIP
Choose plants that will thrive in your local 
environment but that also complement your 
architecture, and the character of your street.

Australian Native Landscape Design
Celebrate the local flora.
Native gardens embrace Australia’s unique 
plant life, using species like kangaroo paw, 
bottlebrush, and eucalyptus. These gardens
are low-maintenance, water-efficient, and are 
great for supporting local wildlife.

Palm Springs Design
Desert glamour meets modern design.
Think architectural plants like agaves and  
yuccas, paired with gravel pathways and bold, 
colourful accents. Perfect for arid climates or 
anyone seeking a retro, mid-century vibe.



Wildflower Landscape Design
Natural beauty, low maintenance. 
Wildflower gardens mimic meadows with 
loose, colourful planting. Ideal for promoting 
biodiversity and creating a relaxed, natural 
look.

Edible Landscape Design
Functional beauty.
Blend aesthetics with practicality by 
incorporating fruit trees, vegetable patches, 
and herb gardens into your design. Use raised 
beds or vertical planting for small spaces.

Formal Landscape Design
Structured elegance.
Formal gardens feature symmetry, hedges, 
and geometric layouts. Use plants like 
boxwood and roses to create a classic, 
polished appearance.

Contemporary Landscape Design
Clean Lines and Vibrant Colours and 
Forms
A practical combination of several styles, 
focusing on effective use of colour and 
form to complement modern architecture 
without being defined by a specific style, 
colour palette or plants.

 Mediterranean Landscape Design
Warm, relaxed, and inviting.
Mediterranean gardens combine
drought-tolerant plants like lavender, olive 
trees, and citrus with terracotta pots and 
gravel pathways.

Zen Landscape Design
Serenity in Simplicity
Zen gardens use gravel, stones, moss, and 
simple plantings to create tranquil spaces for 
reflection. Perfect for shaded areas or 
minimalist designs.

Sustainable Landscape Design
Eco-friendly and resourceful. 
Sustainable gardens use native plants, 
rainwater harvesting, and composting to 
reduce environmental impact. Focus on 
biodiversity and low-maintenance, long-
lasting designs.

 Low Water Landscape Design
Thriving with minimal effort.
Designed for drought conditions, these 
gardens use hardy plants, gravel, and mulch 
to retain moisture. Ideal for regions with water 
restrictions.

Cottage Landscape Design
Charming and colourful.
Overflowing with flowers, cottage gardens 
embrace an informal, whimsical style. Use 
plants like daisies, lavender, and foxgloves for 
a romantic look.

Coastal Landscape Design
Inspired by the coast.
Beachfront gardens embrace the natural 
beauty of sandy environments, using
salt-resistant plants, driftwood, and 
native grasses for a natural, low-
maintenance look.



prevent overspending while ensuring quality results.

Planning & Research
Identify key elements and get cost 
estimates. Factor in long-term 
maintenance costs.

Basic Infrastructure
Underground utilities, preparation, 
and power access. Prioritise drainage 
solutions to prevent future issues.
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Budgeting Your Garden
Your garden’s budget depends on factors like size, features, and 
quality of materials. A structured approach to budgeting can help

KIERAN’S TIP
Allocate 5-10% of your property value for a 
high-quality landscape investment. Prioritise 
structural elements before decorative features
and consider breaking the project into stages.

Structural Landscaping (Hardscapes)
Paths, decks, edging, electrical, irrigation and 
structures. Consider using durable materials 
that will withstand climate conditions.

Soft Landscaping
Plants, soil, pots, mulches. Investing in 
high-quality soil and plant selection can 
save money on replacements later.

Finishing Touches
Furniture, sculptures, and decorative 
elements. These elements bring 
character but should fit within the 
overall style of your garden.
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Key Elements Examples 
Lawn, pathways, garden 

beds, hedges, fencing, 
lighting, decks, sculptures. 

irrigation and drainage.

Planning Your Garden
Effective planning ensures your garden is both functional 
and visually appealing. Taking time to map out your 
design will save time and money in the long run.

FIRST DRAFT



KIERAN’S TIP
Trace over a print-out of your site plan to create a 
‘to scale’ landscape drawing / layer.

FINAL PLAN



KEY FACTORS

Biodiversity
Incorporate a mix of species for a resilient garden. Plant diversity 
attracts beneficial insects and pollinators.

Matching Style
Choose plants that align with your garden’s aesthetic. Formal 
gardens benefit from structured hedges, while tropical gardens 
require layered greenery.

Maintenance Levels
Some plants require frequent pruning and care. Opt for 
low-maintenance plants if you have a busy lifestyle.

Size & Spacing
Account for plant maturity to avoid overcrowding. Proper spacing 
promotes airflow and reduces the risk of disease.

Colour & Tone
Select a cohesive palette for visual appeal. Contrast different 
shades of green with flowering plants for dynamic textures.

Local Adaptation
Native plants often require less maintenance and are more 
resistant to local pests and diseases.

Toxicity Awareness
Ensure plants are safe for pets and children. Some species, like 
oleander, can be toxic if ingested.

TYPES OF PLANTS

Feature Plants
Statement trees or shrubs that serve as focal points.

Ground Cover
Low-growing plants for weed suppression and soil protection.

Turf
Various grass types suited for different climates, from lush lawns to 
drought-resistant varieties.

Screening Plants
Shrubs and trees for privacy, wind protection, and noise reduction.

Flowering Plants
Seasonal or year-round colour for added vibrancy.
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Plant Selection
Selecting the right plants is crucial for a thriving garden. 
Consider the following:

KIERAN’S TIP
Consider a species ‘mature size’ when selecting and placing 
plants to ensure future maintenance will be hassle free.
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Finding Right Suppliers
Sourcing quality plants and materials is essential for a successful 
garden. The right suppliers will provide healthy plants and reliable 
landscaping products.

KIERAN’S TIP
Check the return policy before purchasing plants or materials 
as many suppliers won’t accept returns due to fire ants.
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Nurseries
Best for healthy plants and expert
advice. Choose nurseries that
specialise in local species

Supply Yards
Affordable bulk soil, mulch, and gravel.

Structural Landscapers
Specialising in construction of hard 
landscaping features such as earthworks, 
retaining, decking, concreting, tiling.

Hardware and Specialist Products
DIY Supplies and Specialist Advice.

Online & Marketplaces
Unique plant varieties, check they are 
suitable to your area.

Plantmark Carrara – ABN Only
(07) 5587 4600
https://www.plantmark.com.au/

Nuway Ashmore
(07) 5597 3433
https://nuway.com.au/

Rus Landscapes
0432 000 000
https://www.ruslandscapes.com.au/

Garden Nursery Products Arundel
(07) 5537 4585 
https://gardennurseryproducts.com.au/

Ross Creek Tropicals
0406 998 961
https://www.rosscreektropicals.com.au/

Spectrum Plants Wongawallan
0412 614 242
https://spectrumplants.com.au/

Budget Landscape Supplies
Hope Island
(07) 5530 1218 
http://www.budgetlandscapesu
pplies.com.au/

Bunnings
Varies per store Nationwide
Good ‘one stop shop’.

https://www.plantmark.com.au/
https://nuway.com.au/
https://www.ruslandscapes.com.au/
https://gardennurseryproducts.com.au/
https://www.rosscreektropicals.com.au/
https://spectrumplants.com.au/
http://www.budgetlandscapesupplies.com.au/
http://www.budgetlandscapesupplies.com.au/


KEY MAINTENANCE TASKS

Watering
Adjust frequency based on climate and plant type. Consider 
installing a rainwater collection system and use drip 
irrigation where possible to avoid wasting water.

Pruning & Trimming
Promote healthy growth and maintain shape. Trim back dead 
branches to encourage new growth.

Fertilising
Supply nutrients for lush growth. Organic compost can improve 
soil structure and fertility compared to granular fertilisers which 
only deliver nutrients.

Weeding
Prevent unwanted plants from competing with your garden. 
Mulching helps suppress weed growth naturally while 
delivering other benefits, too.

Pest & Disease Control
Monitor for signs of infestation and treat with eco-friendly 
solutions. Neem oil and detergent are more eco friendly 
than herbicides and will work in a wide range of situations. 
Often severe diseases signal the plants immune system is 
low, and many pests show that the eco system is out of 
balance.

Seasonal Cleanup
Remove debris from gardens, replace or add plants and refresh 
mulch for a tidy appearance every year or two.
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Garden Maintenance
Regular maintenance keeps your garden thriving and ensures 
plants remain healthy.

KIERAN’S TIP
Weeds, lawns and hedges generally require 
attention 1-4 weekly, whereas pruning and 
feeding of plants should occur 3-6 monthly.



Spring
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Seasonal Garden Tasks
Gardens change throughout the year, and adjusting maintenance 
accordingly will ensure healthy plants and a visually appealing 
outdoor space year-round.

• Refresh soil with compost and mulch.
• Plant new flowers, shrubs, and trees.
• Start fertilising to encourage growth.
• Prune early flowering plants after they bloom.
• Begin pest control measures before infestations start.

Summer

• Increase watering frequency to prevent drought stress.
• Provide shade and protection for delicate plants.
• Keep lawns healthy by mowing at the right height.
• Deadhead flowers to prolong blooming.
• Watch for pests and diseases that thrive in heat.

• Prepare plants for cooler temperatures.
• Rake fallen leaves and compost them.
• Plant bulbs for spring bloom.
• Trim perennials and shrubs for winter dormancy.
• Apply organic mulch to protect roots from frost.

• Prune deciduous trees and shrubs.
• Plan and design future garden projects.
• Protect vulnerable plants with covers or insulation.
• Maintain tools and irrigation systems.
• Assess soil health and amend as needed for spring.

KIERAN’S TIP
During winter important tasks may be put off which 
can set you up for failure during the growing months.

Ready to bring your 
garden vision to life?

Contact us today for expert guidance on 
landscape design and maintenance!

HABITATLANDSCAPE.COM.AU

Autumn

Winter


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Planning Your Garden
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10

